
"Poverty, perniciousness or perversion leads to 
leather" – Vosis Fail, excommunicated Sophont 
of Yga.

Leather! it's stealthy, stylish, affordable, 
adaptable, light to wear and available everywhere.

It doesn't rust - this alone is enough to make it 
popular with long range troops.

Its light (relatively speaking).

It doesn’t absorb or transmit heat as much 
as metal armour. Chainmail and Scale armour 
regularly tries to freeze their wearers to death 
in the dead of night, hence the phrase 'Cold 
Clinging Guard'

You can make it look cool really easily. A decent 
leatherworker can add straps and segments to 
highlight body shape, for Aeth, or anyone who 
doesn’t want to risk their life without looking 
good doing it, or who doesn’t want to change for 
the party afterwards.

It doesn't shine, bang, rasp or grate - especially 
if deliberately blackened or roughened. Making 
it perfect for those who are not entirely eager to 
be seen.

There are three main leather types on 
Blackwater;

Turtle-leather, the most rare and expensive 
kind, is incredibly strong, flexible and has a 
somewhat knobbly texture. It lasts forever and 
costs a bomb due to the enormous time needed 
to raise the turtles.

Oxhide leather comes from the black and white 
spotted oxen of the Blackriver plains between the 
Grey Cities and the Mountain Queendoms. It is 
a primary source of wealth for the small rulers in 
that fragile land. They tend to steal each others 

oxen a lot so the leather itself is said to be good 
for thieves.

The leather itself is spotted and usually dyed 
black. With exposure and time it loses its 
colouration over time and reveals its blotched 
black and white nature. Though this pattern is 
quite attractive, in the cities it is symbolic of 
poverty and you almost never see it.

Cowhide is the commonest form of leather, it 
comes in various levels or quality and thickness. 
Cowhide famously will not hold a spell. This is 
attributed to the brute stupidity and dull character 
of cows. (It’s also not technically true, you can 
enchant cowhide, but it doesn't seem to like it and 
you are usually better off with a more expensive 
leather.)

It only has one minor flaw, it barely protects you 
at all - a lot of really cool-looking people have been 
buried in their leather gear.
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